














NATIONAL ATTENTION 
TO CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Ongoing coverage of practicing physicians and Academic 
Medical Centers by the media 
(TV, newspapers, Consumer Report) 

Hearings by Senate Finance Committee, Senate Select 
Committee on Aging, House Ways & Means Committee

House of Representatives vote in 2007 to bar conflicted 
physicians from sitting on FDA panels

Some medical school departments being investigated

Many medical schools revising their policies; given interest in 
Congress, question whether they will be considered sufficient.
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BACKLASH

“Problems worthy of attack prove their worth 
by hitting back.”

Piet Hein (1905-1996)

“When the flak gets heavy, you know you’re 
over the target.”

Nick Pissicano (American Board of Family 
Practice)




